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forts and palaces fell into decay and ruin, though their works of
irrigation remained for the benefit of succeeding generations.
They then remained among their Native hills and forests, and
are still to be seen in considerable numbers, though widely
scattered.

Their national vice is intemperance, to which the humid and
chilly climate of their hills offers special temptations. It was
found that the then existing system of British excise on
spirituous liquors, though designed to tax the liquor and so to
check intemperance, was really confirming them in this evil
habit. The system was therefore revised so that the tax might
operate as an obstacle to their drinking in excess, by rendering
liquor dear and scarce for them. Some improvement was
wrought in their habits; but drunkenness on social occasions,
marriages, festivals, and the like, continued to be the bane of
their life. Here as elsewhere, most of the crimes and offences
among brave, sturdy and truth-telling tribes were directly trace-
able to drink.

The forests, already mentioned, were very extensive and well
stocked with timber trees; being comparatively remote from
the centres of Mahratta mle^ and from British public works,
they had for the most part escaped destruction.   At this time
the Government had begun to act with some degree of vigour
and resolution, on the principle that forests ought to be pre-
served as forming a part of the national resources.   A depart-
ment of forest conservancy was -constituted for the Central
Provinces in common with all other provinces of the empire.
The first Conservator was Captain (now Colonel) Pearsoa, who
has recently been employed in the supervision of the English
students at the French school of forestry at Nancy.   He was suc-
ceeded by Captain Forsyth, the author of a charming and graphic
volume entitled< The Highlands of Central India/ These officers
and their European associates in the work, loved the forest
for the sake of its diversified vegetation and spreading trees,
with an affection transcending even official zeal   For them the
wildness the perennial aovelty and the unfailing freshness of
camp life amidst the; woods and dells, had a peculiar attraction.